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Scarlet	(The	Lunar	Chronicles	#2)	Cinder,	the	cyborg	mechanic,	returns	in	the	second	thrilling	installment	of	the	bestselling	Lunar	Chronicles.	She's	trying	to	break	out	of	prison--even	though	if	she	succeeds,	she'll	be	the	Commonwealth's	most	wanted	fugitive.	Halfway	around	the	world,	Scarlet	Benoit's	grandmother	is	missing.	It	turns	out	there	are
many	things	Scarlet	doesn't	know	about	her	grandmother	or	the	grave	danger	she	has	lived	in	her	whole	life.	When	Scarlet	encounters	Wolf,	a	street	fighter	who	may	have	information	as	to	her	grandmother's	whereabouts,	she	is	loath	to	trust	this	stranger,	but	is	inexplicably	drawn	to	him,	and	he	to	her.	As	Scarlet	and	Wolf	unravel	one	mystery,	they
encounter	another	when	they	meet	Cinder.	Now,	all	of	them	must	stay	one	step	ahead	of	the	vicious	Lunar	Queen	Levana,	who	will	do	anything	for	the	handsome	Prince	Kai	to	become	her	husband,	her	king,	her	prisoner.	Marissa	Meyer	is	a	fangirl	at	heart,	with	a	closet	full	of	costumes,	a	Harry	Potter	wand	on	her	desk,	and	a	Tuxedo	Mask	doll
hanging	from	her	rear	view	mirror.	Han	and	Leia	are	still	her	OTP.	She	may	or	may	not	be	a	cyborg.	Marissa	is	also	the	NYT	bestselling	author	of	a	number	of	books	for	teens,	including	The	Lunar	Chronicles,	the	Renegades	Trilogy,	and	Heartless.Sign	up	for	her	newsletter	at	or	follow	her	on	social	media:Instagram:	@marissameyerauthorPinterest:
@marissameyerauthorFacebook:	@marissameyerauthorTwitter:	@marissa_meyer	Photo	Courtesy:	Witthaya	Prasongsin/Moment/Getty	Images	Due	to	the	COVID-19	pandemic,	unemployment	rates	rose	sharply	in	the	United	States	in	the	spring	of	2020.	By	the	end	of	April,	a	staggering	30	million	Americans	had	filed	for	unemployment	benefits.	Even
worse,	months	later,	many	jobless	people	were	still	desperately	trying	to	cut	through	all	the	red	tape	and	the	massive	volume	of	people	to	file	their	own	unemployment	claims.	Since	those	early	days	of	chaos,	most	states	have	adapted	and	made	improvements	to	handle	all	the	claims.	If	you’re	wondering	how	to	file	a	claim	after	all	the	changes,	we	can
help	you	figure	it	out.	To	qualify	for	unemployment,	an	individual	who	lost	their	job	must	be	eligible	for	work,	able	to	work	and	actively	seeking	employment.	Without	a	doubt,	the	ongoing	pandemic	throws	a	bit	of	a	wrench	into	the	process	of	actively	seeking	work,	so	that	component	may	vary	from	state	to	state	and	could	change	at	any	time.	Texas,
for	example,	waived	their	work	search	requirement	for	many	months	but	reinstated	it	on	November	1.	If	you	lost	your	job	due	to	the	pandemic	or	other	reasons,	here	are	the	steps	to	take	next	to	file	an	unemployment	claim	online.Step	1:	Contact	Your	State	Unemployment	AgencyWhether	you	were	laid	off	because	of	the	pandemic	or	lost	your	job	due
to	other	unforeseen	circumstances,	filing	for	unemployment	benefits	is	one	way	to	cover	a	portion	of	your	monthly	bills	while	you’re	between	jobs.	Depending	on	the	state	you	reside	in,	you	will	be	eligible	to	apply	for	unemployment	benefits	online,	in	person,	on	the	phone	or	by	mailing	in	a	claim	form.	Photo	Courtesy:	JGI/Tom	Grill/Getty	Images	After
you’ve	lost	your	job,	contact	your	state	unemployment	agency	as	soon	as	possible.	In	most	cases,	you	will	file	a	claim	with	the	state	where	you	most	recently	worked,	but	if	you	recently	relocated	from	another	state,	that	may	not	be	the	case.	Long	story	short,	where	you’re	currently	residing	might	not	be	the	state	that	will	pay	you	unemployment
benefits	if	you	haven’t	lived	there	long.	The	state	agency	will	provide	guidance	on	that	as	well	as	any	other	issues	that	could	impact	your	claim.Step	2:	Determine	Your	EligibilityAs	stated	earlier,	you	need	to	meet	certain	criteria	in	order	to	be	eligible	for	unemployment	benefits.	In	some	cases,	people	who	were	fired,	suspended	or	asked	to	take	a	leave
of	absence	don’t	qualify	for	unemployment.	It	depends	on	the	reason	you	were	fired,	and	the	rules	vary	by	state.	Moreover,	if	you	willingly	quit	your	job,	are	an	independent	contractor	or	otherwise	self-employed,	or	can’t	go	back	to	work	for	health	or	other	reasons,	you	might	not	qualify.	(Exceptions	are	currently	in	place	to	qualify	independent
contractors	and	the	self-employed,	but	those	rules	expire	at	the	end	of	2020.)	Photo	Courtesy:	Stefan	Wermuth/Bloomberg/Getty	Images	Each	state	has	different	compliance	requirements	with	respect	to	minimum	wages	and	working	hours,	so	we	recommend	consulting	your	state’s	unemployment	agency	for	details.	Additionally,	if	your	application	is
denied	for	any	reason,	you	have	the	right	to	file	an	appeal	to	try	to	overturn	the	denial.Step	3:	Verify	Your	IdentityDuring	the	initial	application	process,	each	state’s	unemployment	division	will	ask	you	to	verify	and	authenticate	your	identity.	These	steps	may	take	place	as	you’re	filing	your	application,	or	they	could	be	the	last	steps	in	determining
your	eligibility.	Set	up	email	notifications,	if	possible,	and	watch	closely	for	any	messages	requesting	additional	information.	These	types	of	requests	are	typically	very	time	sensitive.		Photo	Courtesy:	Justin	Sullivan/Getty	Images	In	some	cases,	an	unemployment	official	will	interview	you	to	clarify	and	verify	details	regarding	your	case	and	your
identity.	If	you	fail	to	answer	the	questions	correctly	—	or	don’t	consent	to	this	process	—	you	will	most	likely	be	asked	to	provide	the	agency	with	documents	that	verify	your	identity.Step	4:	File	Your	ClaimOnce	you	confirm	your	eligibility,	it’s	time	to	file	your	claim.	Nearly	all	unemployment	agencies	accept	claims	online,	especially	in	light	of	the
COVID-19	pandemic.	The	online	process	isn’t	just	helpful	for	pandemic	safety	reasons.	Virtual	systems	also	reduce	errors	and	speed	up	the	claim	process.	Photo	Courtesy:	SDI	Productions/E+/Getty	Images	When	you	file	your	claim,	you	will	be	asked	for	some	personal	information,	including	your	name,	address(es),	social	security	number	(SSN),	last
18	months	of	employment	history,	a	record	of	wages	earned	and	the	reason	and	dates	for	your	employment	termination.	If	you	want	to	make	sure	your	claim	isn’t	delayed,	be	sure	to	complete	all	the	sections	fully	and	accurately.	Finally,	keep	in	mind	that	unemployment	benefits	are	taxable,	so	it’s	generally	wise	to	choose	to	have	taxes	withheld	from
each	payment	when	you	first	open	your	claim.Step	5:	Collect	Your	Unemployment	BenefitsMost	claims	are	processed	within	two	to	three	calendar	weeks	or	10	business	days,	although	delays	could	occur	during	times	of	high	claim	volumes.	Several	states	conduct	telephone	interviews	before	the	final	ruling	to	help	prevent	potential	unemployment
insurance	fraud.	During	this	interview,	you	will	be	asked	specific	questions	about	your	employment	background	and	other	information	mentioned	in	your	claim.	Photo	Courtesy:	skaman306/Moment/Getty	Images	Once	your	claim	has	been	processed,	you	will	need	to	make	an	appointment	at	your	nearest	American	Job	Center	for	your	state	or	set	up	an
account	online.	These	state-run	agencies	give	people	access	to	job	listings	and	career	training	resources,	and	registration	is	mandatory	to	receive	your	unemployment	insurance	benefits.	If	you	have	any	difficulty	locating	your	local	center,	contact	your	state	unemployment	agency	for	assistance.	While	you	may	be	breathing	an	initial	sigh	of	relief	once
your	initial	claim	is	processed,	be	sure	to	maintain	your	eligibility	status	by	continuing	your	job	search	as	directed.Step	6:	File	Your	Weekly	Payment	Request	and	Keep	Up	the	Job	SearchOnce	you	start	receiving	unemployment	benefits,	you	have	to	file	weekly	or	biweekly	(varies	by	state)	payment	requests	online	to	be	paid	—	no	exceptions.	You’ll	be
required	to	answer	some	questions	about	any	work	you	completed	each	week	as	well	as	any	other	income	you	received.	If	you	fail	to	file	your	weekly	claim,	your	benefits	may	be	delayed	or	stopped	altogether.	Photo	Courtesy:	svetikd/E+/Getty	Images	Finally,	it’s	important	to	keep	in	mind	that	unemployment	benefits	are	usually	contingent	upon	a
recipient	doing	their	part	to	actively	look	for	a	new	job.	Although	this	rule	may	vary	by	state	at	times	due	to	special	circumstances	(like	a	global	pandemic),	the	general	rule	of	thumb	is	that	you’re	expected	to	pursue	work	leads	every	week	and	report	your	work	search	efforts	in	your	weekly	claim.Do	you	have	COVID-19-specific	questions	about
unemployment	benefits	and	stimulus	checks?	Our	peers	over	at	Ask.com	have	the	answers.	MORE	FROM	ASKMONEY.COM	|	Reader	Fox	Blog	|	I	just	think	we	shouldn't	judge	her,	or	anyone,	without	trying	to	understand	them	first.	That	maybe	we	should	get	the	full	story	before	jumping	to	conclusions.	Crazy	notion,	I	know.Scarlet	begins	with	a	young
woman	living	in	Rioux,	France	whose	grandmother	has	gone	missing.	I’ll	admit	here	that	Scarlet	is	probably	the	book	I	like	least	in	the	whole	series,	though	considering	how	in	love	I	am	with	these	books	that’s	really	not	saying	much.	Especially	since	Scarlet	is	the	b	|	Reader	Fox	Blog	|	I	just	think	we	shouldn't	judge	her,	or	anyone,	without	trying	to
understand	them	first.	That	maybe	we	should	get	the	full	story	before	jumping	to	conclusions.	Crazy	notion,	I	know.Scarlet	begins	with	a	young	woman	living	in	Rioux,	France	whose	grandmother	has	gone	missing.	I’ll	admit	here	that	Scarlet	is	probably	the	book	I	like	least	in	the	whole	series,	though	considering	how	in	love	I	am	with	these	books
that’s	really	not	saying	much.	Especially	since	Scarlet	is	the	book	in	which	we	first	meet	my	all	time	favorite	character	in	existence,	above	all	other	characters	that	have	ever	been	written	(the	love	of	my	life,	I	say,	whenever	I’m	in	even	a	slightly	dramatic	mood).	Any	scene	in	which	Carswell	Thorne	is	present	and	I	find	myself	swooning	and	giggling
and	grinning	like	a	madwoman.I’ve	often	vehemently	hated	stories	that	subscribe	to	the	insta-love	trope,	finding	them	thoroughly	unrealistic	and	annoying.	In	a	strange	turn	of	events,	I	didn’t	mind	it	with	Scarlet.	In	fact,	irony	of	all	ironies,	I	didn’t	even	notice	that	this	was	a	part	of	the	book	until	it	was	pointed	out	to	me	a	few	years	after	I’d	read	it.
And	naturally	I	got	exceptionally	angry	at	the	mere	notion	and	was	immediately	primed	to	deny,	deny,	deny...until	I	re-read	it	and	realized	that	the	book	did,	in	fact,	have	a	very	glaring	and	substantial	amount	of	insta-love.	But	Meyer	managed	this	so	well	that	I	was	perfectly	willing	to	accept	it.By	the	end	of	the	book,	considering	the	psychology	of
people	and	the	factors	involved,	it	doesn’t	even	feel	surprising	to	me.Anyone	who	knows	their	fairytales	obviously	knows	which	one	the	second	novel	in	The	Lunar	Chronicles	is	inspired	by.	Though	there	are	a	great	many	similarities	to	Little	Red	Riding	Hood,	the	surface	level	ones	are	basically	where	it	ends.	For	the	most	part,	Scarlet	is	hard	to
predict.	There	are	several	things	one	can	infer,	of	course,	when	comparing	with	what	they	know	of	Little	Red,	but	the	differences	are	definitely	enough	that	you	could	make	any	number	of	predictions	and	not	necessarily	arrive	at	the	conclusion.	I	found	that	aspect	quite	fun.Our	Wolf	is	a	street	fighter	we	meet	early	on	and	manages	to	quickly	enmesh
himself	into	the	unfortunate	situation	Scarlet	is	facing	with	her	grandmother’s	disappearance.	While	the	police	have	deemed	it	that	Scarlet’s	grandmother	has	left	of	her	own	accord	or	committed	suicide,	Scarlet	remains	certain	that	something	awful	has	happened	and	soon	sets	out	to	find	her.	Meanwhile,	we	meet	Cinder	just	where	she	left	off	in	the
last	book—which	I	will	omit	to	avoid	spoilers—and	the	most	amazing	character	of	Carswell	Thorne,	perfect	and	flawed	in	all	the	right	ways,	is	quickly	introduced	in	a	way	that	gives	readers	a	wonderful	insight	into	his	personality.And	herein	lies	my	reasoning	for	Scarlet	being	my	least	loved—though	still	deeply	loved—of	all	the	books	in	Meyer’s
exemplary	series;	there	simply	wasn’t	enough	of	Thorne.	Every	time	I	read	it,	I	find	myself	impatiently	rushing	through	the	Scarlet	and	Wolf	chapters	due	to	a	desperate	need	to	read	the	ones	in	which	Cinder	and	Thorne	are	featured.	The	book	begins	with	Scarlet	and	even	in	the	first	time	I	read	it,	I	impatiently	awaited	the	moment	I	would	find	out
what	would	happen	in	Cinder’s	portion	of	the	story.	I’ve	always	felt	that	the	Scarlet	chapters	took	too	long,	which	is	unfortunate	since	the	book	is	primarily	dedicated	to	her	journey.Ultimately,	I	still	deeply	adore	the	book.	I	reckon	it	is	much	more	of	a	personal	moment	for	me	that	makes	me	feel	that	the	Scarlet	and	Wolf	chapters	drag,	since	I’ve
pushed	this	book	onto	my	friends	every	chance	I	get	and	they,	so	far,	haven’t	ever	seemed	to	have	the	same	opinion	as	I	did.	And	no	matter	how	I	feel	about	Scarlet,	I	have	to	say	it	is	thoroughly	impressive	how	Meyer	melded	Cinderella	and	Little	Red	Riding	Hood	into	the	series,	mixing	them	in	a	way	more	perfect	than	I	ever	could	have	imagined.|
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